By this name we designate not only all those small cutting instruments used for removing the decay from the cavity, and giving to it its proper form, but also those employed in cutting away portions of the teeth in separation; and for opening up the orifices of cavities.
the manufacture should be most perfectly executed to insure an edge that will cut, not only dentine, but enamel, the hardest animal substance. Various sizes of the straight chisel form are required. In all cases they should be as thick as possible, without interfering with their efficiency \ so firm that there will be no springing or tremulous motion under the pressure they are required to sustain. For the separation of the front teeth, they should be so thin as to pass readily into the required space, and about one-fourth of an inch in width upon th,e edge. For Cases will be presented occasionally, in which some curvature of the shaft of the instrument will be required. No more curve should be given than is necessary to meet the case. It is impossible to manipulate with the same precision and delicacy with curved as with straight instruments. These curves will be modified by the position of the decay upon the tooth and the location in the mouth.?Dental Register.
